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Minutes of Teffont Parish Council Meeting
Held in Teffont Village Hall
Tuesday 30t September 2025

Meeting Convened at 18.30 Iltem No.
Those Present:

Parish Councillors D Wood (Chair), N Blackford (Vice Chair), A Chapman, R Shawe-Taylor, C
Thompson. Wiltshire Councillor B Wayman

Also in attendance: R Taylor (parish clerk) and three members of the public

Questions or Statements:

PCSO Charlotte King and PC Matt Boon were unable to attend but submitted their report
PCM Report - 300925 Teffont.doc. It details possible poaching and hare coursing, two
vehicles detected via thermal cameras on 13/08 with related electric fence damage, a
moved agricultural vehicle on 28/08, and two chainsaws stolen on 26/09.

On 27/09, PCSO King and PCSO Moss attended the Village Hall to provide home security and
bike register advice. Councillors expressed gratitude for the increased police engagement in
recent years.

Councillor Wayman:

e Explained that the flood maps for the area have been recently updated and can be
amended further if anyone believes they are inaccurate. The maps are available on the
Wiltshire Council website.

e Raised a question in Cabinet regarding the possibility of Wiltshire Council funding Dorset
Council to maintain access for Wiltshire residents to the Shaftesbury recycling centre.

e Noted the upcoming renewal of the waste management contract, which will introduce
additional recycling bins, including food waste recycling.

e Encouraged feedback on the My Wilts App, particularly if there are any complaints or
issues.

MEETING MINUTES

Apologies for Absence 25.09.01
Chairman Wood acknowledged those present and received apologies for absence from Clir
Bell who is unwell - accepted

Declarations of interests None required 25.09.02
Dispensations: None required
Minutes from previous TPC meeting 25.09.03

The chair asked the councillors to accept the minutes of the previous meeting to be
authorised as a true and accurate precis of the meeting.

Resolved: The Parish Council accepted the minutes to be a true and accurate precis of the
Annual General Meeting held on Tuesday19t" August 2025

Co-option of a New Councillor 25.09.04
The chair invited volunteers for the final vacant parish councillor position. Mr Dominic
Cockram volunteered, and Cllr Wood proposed his co-option, which was unanimously
supported.

Resolved: Councillor Cockram signed the declaration of acceptance of office.
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Chairman’s Report -Clir Wood had nothing new to report 25.09.05
Clerk’s report 25.09.06
The clerk updated the council on matters arising since the previous meeting including:

e The website was down for some time over the Summer. We are grateful that Mick
Audus has now restored it and it is mostly up to date.

e The clerk has a new email address effective immediately: parishclerk@teffont.com.
The previous teffontpc@outlook.com will cease to be valid

e The defibrillators at Teffont House and The Reading room have been checked and
are in good working order

e Atraffic survey has been applied for on the C277

e Complaints have been received regarding an illegal vehicle access

FINANCE
Parish Accounts (July -September 2025): The Responsible Financial Officer (RFO) had 25.09.07
previously circulated and displayed the Parish Accounts for the period July to September
2025 for approval.

Resolved: The Council confirmed that all accounts for the second financial quarter had been

fully reconciled and were accurate.

Bank Reconciliation (September 2025): The RFO presented the bank reconciliation

statement for September 2025 for approval.

Resolved: The Council accepted that all accounts had been reconciled and were accurate.

The RFO confirmed receipt of the second part of the parish precept and the transfer of

funds back into the reserve account.

Parish Council Communication 25.09.08

e New rules for parish and town councils mean we need to meet certain standards for
digital security and accessibility. One of these covers the use of secure email addresses.
While many councils are moving to .gov.uk addresses, Teffont Parish Council already has
its own domain. The council agreed that if this meets the compliance requirements and
switching to a .gov.uk domain would mean unreasonable extra costs, the only change
needed was for the parish clerk’s email address.

Resolved: From now on, the Parish Clerk can be contacted at:
parishclerk@teffont.com. This address is effective immediately, and we encourage
residents to use it for all council correspondence.

e The info@teffont.com continues with volunteers sought to help keep it running.

e The chair asked that the village be informed of the two WhatsApp groups that are now
active for more immediate information sharing: Teffont Villagers for sharing village
information and Teffont Emergency Team, particularly for those who may be able to
help with the emergency plan/hub. Those wishing to be on one, or both should email
clirwood@teffont.com with their mobile number.

Acoustics in the Village Hall 25.09.09

In response to a public enquiry, it was confirmed that the Village Hall is equipped with a PA

system, available on request, as well as a hearing loop for hearing aid users.

Village Hall Oil Tank 25.09.10

After a request from a resident, the condition of the oil tank was discussed with the Village

Hall Committee. It was confirmed that the tank is believed to be in adequate condition, and

an inspection will be arranged to ensure this.
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Highways 25.09.11

e Following a renewed request to consider rumble strips on the C277, the council agreed
that further information was needed. The clerk was asked to contact Wiltshire Highways
to determine their effectiveness and to gather feedback from neighbouring residents.

e Arecent police speed check identified a specific issue at the village entry from Dinton.
Cllr Chapman confirmed that this location will be the next site for the SID.

Public Rights of Way 25.09.12

The clerk was pleased to report that improvements have been made to an unsafe stile and

that the new stiles for TEFF13 are pending

Emergency Plan/Hub 25.09.13

The clerk confirmed that the contacts on the Emergency Plan have been updated on the

website and the council agreed that a poster advertising the Emergency Hub should be put

out on ‘Info’ and on the website.

Flood Mitigation 25.09.14

e Cllr Thompson updated the council on provisional Evias Estate flood-mitigation plans,
praising their ambition and noting up to 80% funding may come from the Wiltshire
Runoff scheme.

e David Higgins from the Scheme will visit the village before Christmas to review critical
areas.

o Wessex Water will clear the drainage pipe under The Street next year.

Cllr Chapman will join the Flood Mitigation Group as the second council representative

Planning 25.09.15
The council agreed that planning breaches affecting public safety should be reported to
Wiltshire Council.
Resolved: The clerk will report an unauthorised vehicle access at a hazardous point on
Hindon Road to Southern Highways.
ENVIRONMENT
The Teff 25.09.16
Clir Blackford updated the council that the Teff source springs have been dry since July, with
groundwater about 1m below last year’s level. The Wessex Rivers Trust have confirmed that
the Teff is formally designated as a Chalk Steam per the Natural England and Environment
Agency. At present Wessex Water cannot reduce extraction, although pumping water from
deeper in the aquifer may be a future option to help maintain flow during dry months in
order to protect wildlife.
Village Green Ash Tree 25.09.17
The council discussed the diseased Ash on the village green. Councillors felt it posed no
immediate danger and agreed pruning was preferable.
Resolved: The Ash will not be removed at present.
Any Other Business-none 25.09.18
Items for the next Agenda:
e To discuss the budget and precept requirements for the year2026-2027
NEXT PARISH COUNCIL MEETING: Tuesday 25" November 2025 at 18:30.
To be held at Teffont Village Hall unless otherwise stated

Close of Meeting approximately 19.30




