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Minutes of Teffont Parish Council Meeting 

held in Teffont Village Hall 

Tuesday 29th July 2025 

 

Meeting Convened at 18.30  

Those Present: Parish Councillors: D Wood (Chair), N Blackford (Vice Chair), C Bell, A 
Chapman, C Thompson 
Also in attendance: R Taylor (parish clerk) and twelve members of the public 

 

Questions or Statements: The Chair invited questions and statements from the public that 
are not related to the planning application in item 07.  
A resident raised concerns about the speed of vehicles entering the village from the A303 
via the C277. Cllr Wood agreed that, despite the implementation of a 20mph zone, speeding 
remains an ongoing concern. Additional measures are being considered and will be 
discussed later in the meeting. 
Another resident asked why the verge in front of the water meadows has not been cut since 
May. The clerk agreed to look at this and raise it with the grass cutting team if appropriate. 

 

MEETING MINUTES Item No. 

Apologies for Absence 
Chairman Wood acknowledged those present and received apologies for absence from Cllr 
Shawe-Taylor who is unwell - accepted 

25.07.01 

Declarations of interests: Cllr Chapman declared that he shares a common boundary and a 
maintenance right of way with the planning applicant.  

Dispensations: None required 

25.07.02 

Resolution of Minutes  
Minutes from previous TPC meeting 
The chair asked the councillors to accept the minutes of the previous meeting to be 
authorised as a true and accurate precis of the meeting. 
Resolved: The Parish Council accepted the minutes to be a true and accurate precis of the 
Annual General Meeting held on Tuesday 27th May 2025. 

25.07.03 

Co-option of a New Parish Councillor 
As insufficient candidates stood for election in May, the chair made known that one 
position remains available should anyone like to be considered for co-option onto the Parish 
Council.  

25.07.04 

Chairman’s report: Thanks go out to: 

• Mr Don Ridley for kindly acting as internal auditor for the Annual Governance and 
Accountability Return 2024/2025 

• Mick Audus for painting the letter boxes. Unfortunately, the one in Evias was 
updated by the PO after Mick had prepped it for painting 

25.07.05 
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• The Gates/Wakely family for the hard work of preparing the Telephone box for 
painting along with Ivo Leyland (as part of his DofE award) 

• Joss Wood & Mick Audus for painting the telephone box 

• Pasha Stankevich for the tricky job of installing the new nature sign on the Village 
Green 

Clerk’s Report 
The Clerk provided an update on actions undertaken since the previous meeting, along with 
a summary of correspondence received: 

• Remedial work identified during the last playground inspection is currently 
underway at the Village Hall play area. 

• Correspondence has been received regarding access issues related to public rights of 
way. 

• Several queries and complaints have been submitted about the grass-cutting 
schedule. The clerk has been assured that weekly maintenance visits will now take 
place to address this. 

• The recent First Aid session delivered by St John Ambulance was very well received. 
Plans are underway to hold another session in the new year. 

• Concerns have been reported about construction noise occurring outside the 
permitted working hours. 

• Reports have also been received regarding possible contamination of the stream 
due to nearby building activity 

25.07.06 

Planning: Fitz House, Teffont Magna, SP3 5QP 
PL/2025/05871: Householder planning Permission. Comments invited until 13/08/25 
PL/2025/06024: Listed building consent (Alt/Ext). Comments invited until 14/08/25 
Replacement of sheds and store with new plant room and wing. Construction of new 
traditional glass house. Restoration works to house and adjacent barn. 

The chair provided a brief summary of the application, describing it as a comprehensive 
proposal involving the complete renovation of the house, along with significant external 
groundworks. An invitation was then extended to the applicant to present the details of the 
application. 
The applicant expressed regret that the architect was unable to attend and noted that a full 
review of the proposal was unnecessary, as it was lengthy and the details had already been 
made available for prior reading. However, she emphasized her commitment to restoring 
and preserving this interesting and historic property, which has been neglected for many 
years, along with the aim of recreating a wonderful garden. She concluded by indicating her 
willingness to answer any questions. 

In response to an invitation to speak in support of the application, one villager remarked 
that Teffont should be grateful that someone was willing to take on the responsibility of this 
building, given the many challenges it presents. A second resident welcomed that life is 
being breathed back into this house and that it is important that such treasures are cared 
for. This sentiment was echoed by a third resident. 

In response to an invitation for objections, a representative of the neighbouring Caister 
House expressed conditional support for the sensitive restoration of Fitz House but raised 
several concerns. These included limited and unclear documentation, the conversion of the 

25.07.07 
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thatched barn into what appears to be a new dwelling, and proposed new access points 
through their front garden, potentially creating a shared driveway. 
Additional objections included loss of privacy, unapproved construction activity already 
underway, continuous noise from machinery, concerns over water diversion affecting 
neighbouring properties, potential pollution of the River Teff, and increased flood risk. 
Another neighbour also supported the restoration but raised three concerns: 

1. Requested clarity on permitted working hours. 
2. Noted the chalk stream had turned grey on several occasions; asked if best practices 

were being followed and whether the Environment Agency (EA)was involved. 
3. Queried if a risk assessment had been done for flooding or subsidence, and whether 

guarantees or indemnities would be provided. 
In response to Councillor questions: 

• Assurance was given that no new drainage channels are to be built, and no springs 
are to be capped, just the refurbishment of the old drainage system. 

• The applicant has been in contact with the EA and the water is now going in to 
holding tanks so that the silt can be removed prior to discharge. 

• Points of accuracy on the plans will be addressed 
• Boundary disputes and rights of way are not planning issues 
• The house will have five bedrooms with an additional bedroom in the hayloft of the 

barn (with bathroom & kitchen downstairs but no sitting room) 

The Chair tabled a resolution for the council to vote on: 
That we support this application subject to four conditions that we will ask Wiltshire Council 
to put on it. 

1. Ensure that all work on the premises is carried out within permitted construction 
hours 

2. Appropriate controls put into what wastewater can be discharged into the Teff 
3. Wilshire Council should enquire more closely into whether the plans allow for 

privacy of neighbour’s bathroom. 
4. Suggest that WC restrict or remove the permitted development rights normally 

associated with the barn, so that any future development would require a new 
planning permission. 

Resolved: The chairman’s proposal was supported unanimously 

FINANCE 
Parish Accounts (April–June 2025): The Responsible Financial Officer (RFO) had previously 
circulated and displayed the Parish Accounts for the period April to June 2025 for approval. 
Resolved: The Council confirmed that all accounts for the first financial quarter had been 
fully reconciled and were accurate. 
Bank Reconciliation (July 2025): The RFO presented the bank reconciliation statement for 

July 2025 for approval. 

Resolved: The Council accepted that all accounts had been reconciled and were accurate. 

Bank Balances and Temporary Fund Transfer: The Council was informed of the current 

balances across all bank accounts. In light of upcoming expenses and the expected receipt of 

the second instalment of the precept in September, the RFO requested approval to 

temporarily transfer up to £4,000 from the reserve account to the current account to cover the 

shortfall. 

25.07.08 



  

  
   

 

TEFFONT PARISH COUNCIL 
teffontpc@outlook.com 

PARISH CLERK: Rowena Taylor 
07500115307 

www.teffont.com 

Resolved: The Council approved the temporary transfer of up to £4,000 from the reserve 

account to the current account. 

Parish Council Communication 
The council discussed the merits of the various means of communicating within the village: 
WhatsApp seems to be an efficient means of communication, and several groups are active 
in the village for various purposes other than social media. It was agreed that this should 
not replace the Town Crier (info emails) but attempts will be made to keep these emails to a 
minimum so as not to overwhelm email inboxes. 

The Village Website continues as a source of general information and efforts are being 
made to improve and update this. 

To consider the adoption of gov.uk email addresses 
Whilst it is not yet mandatory, it is considered best practise for parish councils to have a 
.gov email address.  
Action: The council will continue to investigate the practicality of this along with associated 
costs. 

25.07.09 

Review and Confirmation of Current Committees and Working Groups: 
Council discussed and agreed that the current committees and working groups are as 
follows: 

Amenities Working Group Cllr Bell, Cllr Blackford 

SID Working Group Cllr Chapman, Cllr Wood. M.Audus, I 
Johnson 

Environment & Biodiversity Cllr Blackford, M.Audus (tree Warden) 
Flood Mitigation/Resilience Cllr Thompson, S. O’Donnell, M.Stuart 

(Flood Warden, T.Dean 
Finance Clerk, Cllr Thompson, Cllr Blackford 

Emergency Plan Coordinators Cllr Thompson, Cllr Chapman 

Village Welcome Cllr, Chapman, Z Faulkner (Neighbourhood 
Watch) 

Council Communication Clerk, M.Audus 
 

25.07.10 

Highways  

Update - Following concerns about the size and speed of vehicles using the C227 from the 
A303 into Teffont Magna, Cllr Bell discussed the possibility of implementing a vehicle weight 
restriction with Paul Shaddock from Wiltshire Highways.  

Action:  
• Explore the feasibility of removing the signposts on the A303 that direct heavy 

vehicles to the EHD depot in Chilmark. 
• Determine whether a weight limit can be applied without requiring a new traffic 

survey. 
Rumble Strips - The Council considered a request by Mr Tony Dean to apply for Rumble 
strips on the C277 at 20 MPH signs entering the village. Whilst sharing the concern that 
speed is an ongoing issue on this stretch of road, councillors expressed concern over noise 
pollution resulting from rumble strips and felt that other options should be investigated 
first. 
Action: The application will not be made whilst other options are investigated. 

25.07.11 
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SID - Cllr Chapman informed the council that the data from the speed Indicator device situated on 

Hindon Road near the Village Hall is due to be analysed and the unit will be moved to a new position 
within the Village. 

Public Rights of Way 
Cllr Bell reported concerns over access on paths in the village. The greatest being lack of 
maintenance by responsible Landowners/Renters. 
The clerk was asked to re send a request on the info email reminding everyone of rights and 
responsibilities on our footpaths and bridleways.  
The clerk reminded the council that the most effective means of addressing issues was to 
report problems with Wiltshire Council on the website or the MyWilts App. Photographs 
and location (what3words) can also be helpful 

25.07.12 

Resilience/Emergency Planning 
Cllr Chapman recently attended a webinar addressing the readiness of village Emergency 
Hubs and was pleased to report that Teffont’s readiness fares well compared with other 
villages. 
The Clerk reported that an application has been made to the Parish Emergency Assistance 
scheme for a quantity of gel sacs to assist with flood prevention 
Cllr Wood confirmed that an application has been made to SSEN for a grant to purchase a 
large container to house the village emergency equipment. 

25.07.13 

Flood Mitigation 
The clerk informed the council of continued efforts to seek support and cooperation from 
local landowners to assist with flood mitigation measures.  
Cllr Thompson updated the council on latest progress with the Flood Mitigation/ Resilience 
group and their work with the Wiltshire Run off Scheme: 

• Improved landowner engagement is anticipated. 
• Four site visits are scheduled for the Autumn 
• Funds have become available for grip work, although the specific allocation for 

Teffont has yet to be confirmed. 
• Danny Everet from the Environment Agency has yet to confirm whether the planned 

surveillance of the culvert flowing into the water meadows has been carried out. 
• Progress and collaboration in the South of the village is going well with further 

funding currently being sought 
• A scheme for providing advice on managing run off / flooding for residents has a 

two-year waiting list 

The council agreed that creating a dedicated page on the Teffont Village Website, featuring 
useful links, could offer residents valuable information and guidance on protecting their 
homes from flooding. Action: the clerk will work on this with M.Audus 

25.07.14 

Parish Steward  
Cllr Blackford updated the council on work undertaken by the parish steward which 
included the clearing of an essential drainage ditch that had been inadvertently filled by an 
unknown contractor. 

25.07.15 

Charitable Donation 
The Council discussed and agreed that a charitable donation of £200 should be given to the 
charity SEED4SUCCESS in recognition of the excellent work they do, particularly the clearing 
of rights of way in the village. 

25.07.16 

AOB 25.07.17 
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Cllr Blackford reported on recent correspondence from Ian Colley, Principal Hydrogeologist 
at Wessex Water on the level of the stream. He stated that -if the dry weather continues 
then the springhead will dry up as it did in 2022. 

Items for the Next Agenda TBC  
NEXT PARISH COUNCIL MEETING: Tuesday 30th September 2025 at 18:30. 
To be held at Teffont Village Hall unless otherwise stated 

 

 

 


